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guards, who are privileged by age and ugliness to indulge in the liberty of seeing the passing gaiety, and of enjoying, without a screen, the pure air ; benefits which their superiors in rank are excluded from at all ages.
In the Paadshah Begum's suwaarree, I counted fifty of these Native carriages, into each of which from four to six females are usually crowded, comprising the members of the household establishment of the great lady ; such as companions, readers of the Khoraim, kaawauses1 (the higher classes of female-slaves), muggalanie 2 (needle-women), &c. This will give you a tolerable idea of the number and variety of females attached to the suite of a lady of consequence in India. The procession, at a walking pace, occupied nearly half an hour in passing the road opposite to my house : it was well conducted, and the effect imposing, both from its novelty and splendour.
A lady here would be the most unhappy creature existing, unless surrounded by a multitude of attendants suitable to her rank in life. They have often expressed surprise and astonishment at my want of taste in keeping only two women servants in my employ, and having neither a companion nor a slave in my whole establishment; they cannot imagine anything so stupid as my preference to a quiet study, rather than the constant bustle of a well-filled zeenahnah.
Many of the Mussulmaun ladies entertain women companions, whose chief business is to tell stories and fables to their employer, while she is composing herself to sleep ; many of their tales partake of the romantic cast which characterizes the well-remembered * Arabian Nights' Entertainments', one story begetting another to the end of the collection. When the lady is fairly asleep the story is stayed, and the companion resumes her employment when the next nap is sought by her mistress.
Amongst the higher classes the males also indulge in the same practice of being talked to sleep by their men slaves ; and it is a certain introduction with either sex to the favour of their employer, when one of these dependants has acquired the happy
1  Khawuss, * distinguished' : special attendants.
2  Muflhlani, a Moghul woman: an attendant in a zenana, a sempstress.